[Abdominal angina: percutaneous transluminal angioplasty of the superior mesenteric artery].
Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA) of the superior mesenteric artery (SMA) was performed in a 65-year-old man with clinical and radiographic evidence of abdominal angina. The patient was relieved of abdominal pain immediately after the dilatation. At the angiographic follow-up (7 months later) the SMA was of normal caliber. At the last follow-up visit (14 months after intervention), the patient was still free of pain. PTA of SMA stenoses is an alternative to surgical revascularization, and can be repeated if symptoms recur.